
1 
 

                            4650 Flat Shoals Parkway Decatur, GA 30034 

Dr. E. Dewey Smith, Pastor/Teacher 

 
 

 

 

2020 Focus: GOD Sight is 2020               
 
 

The Outward Disciplines: The Discipline of Simplicity 
  
 
 “I am learning…that a man can live profoundly without masses of things.”       ~ R. Byrd 
 

❖ Simplicity is freedom, and duplicity is bondage. 

❖ Simplicity brings joy and balance, while duplicity brings anxiety and fear. 

❖ Simplicity is an inward reality that results in an outward life-style. 

❖ Simplicity begins in inward focus and unity. 

❖ Simplicity rids us of the lust for status and position. 

   
“Contemporary culture lacks both the inward reality and the outward life-style of simplicity.  We must 

live in the modern world, and we are affected by its fractured and fragmented state.  We are trapped in 

a maze of competing attachments.  One moment we make decisions on the basis of sound reason and 

the next moment out of fear of what others will think of us.  We have no unity or focus around which 

our lives are oriented.”                         ~ Richard J. Foster 

 

 
I. Some Scriptural Principles That Promote Simplicity 

A. God is the Owner of everything.         Psalm 24:1 

B. Do not set your heart on riches.                     Psalm 62:10 

C. Covetousness is basically the lust to have.  

D. Money should not be your master.              Luke 16:13 

E. Life doesn’t consist in the abundance of possessions.        Luke 12:15  

 

➢ Don’t confuse “simplicity” with “asceticism.” 
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II. The Standing Place On Simplicity 

 

A. This discipline is the most visible & open to corruption. 

B. This discipline challenges our interests in an affluent lifestyle. 

C. We must engage this discipline without becoming legalistic. 

D. The central point for simplicity is to seek the kingdom of God first. 

E. Simplicity can become idolatry if it takes precedence over the  Kingdom of God. 

F. This discipline helps us to understand the “greedy” and the “miserly.” 

 

 

III. The Spiritual Presentation of Simplicity  

 

A.  10 Principles 

1. Buy things for their usefulness not for status. 

2. Reject anything that is producing an addiction in you. 

3. Develop a habit of giving things away. 

4. Refuse to be propagandized by the custodians of modern gadgetry. 

5. Learn to enjoy things without owning them. 

6. Develop a deeper appreciation for the creation. 

7. Look with a healthy skepticism at all buy now, pay later schemes. 

8. Obey Jesus’ instructions about plain, honest speech. 

9. Reject anything that breeds the oppression of others. 

10. Shun anything that distracts you from seeking first the Kingdom of God. 

 


