
1 
 

                            4650 Flat Shoals Parkway Decatur, GA 30034 

Dr. E. Dewey Smith, Pastor/Teacher 

 
 

 

 

2020 Focus:   GOD Sight is 2020               
 
 

The Inward Disciplines: The Discipline of Celebration 
  
“The Christian should be an alleluia from head to foot.”                                         ~Augustine of Hippo 

 

➢ Celebration is at the heart of the way of Christ. 

➢ Freedom from anxiety and care forms the basis for celebration. 

➢ Modern man has been pressed “so hard toward useful work and rational calculation he has all 

but forgotten the joy of ecstatic celebration.” 

➢ Celebration brings joy into our life, and joy makes us strong.                        Nehemiah 8:10 

➢ Celebration is central to all disciplines. Every discipline should be characterized by carefree 

gaiety and a sense of thanksgiving. 

➢ We are called into a perpetual Jubilee of the Spirit. 

 
I. The Path Of Joy 

A. In the spiritual life only one thing will produce genuine joy, and that is obedience.  

B. God’s desire is to transform the miser, not bypass him.                                         James 1:2 

C. When the power that is in Jesus reaches into our work and play and redeems them, there 

will be joy where there was once mourning.                                                       Isaiah 61:3 

D. Scripture commands us to live in a Spirit of Thanksgiving in the midst of all situations. 

 

Often people try to pump up people with joy when in reality nothing has happened in their lives. God 
has not broken into the routine experiences of their daily lives. There will not be a genuine joy until 
there is a transforming work within us.                                                                                ~James Foster 
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II. The Spirit Of Carefree Celebration 

A. Believers should avoid the negative side of rejoicing.                                  Philippians 4:4 

B. We must cultivate the right kind of mind. 

C. The Spirit of Celebration will not be in us until we have learned to be “careful for nothing.” 

D. We will never have a carefree indifference to things until we trust God.               John 16:33 

E. When we trust God, we are free to rely entirely upon Him to provide our needs.    

            Proverbs 3:5-8, Philippians 4:19 

F. The decision to set the mind on the higher things of life is an act of the will.     

    Colossians 3:1-2 

 
 
III. The Benefits Of Celebration 

A. Celebration saves us from taking ourselves too seriously.                                  Psalm 34:1 

B. Celebration can also be an effective antidote for the periodic sense of sadness that can 

constrict and oppress the heart.                                                                            Psalm 42:11 

C. Celebration has the ability to impact our condition.                                                Acts 16:25 

D. Celebration tends toward more celebration. 

 

The secret of Christian joy is found in the way the believer things—his attitudes. Outlook determines 
outcome.                                                                                                                            ~Warren Wiersbe 

 
 
IV. The Practice Of Celebration 

A. One way to celebrate is through singing, dancing, and shouting.                      Psalm 150 

B. Constantly be on guard against the enemies of Celebration. 

C. Celebration requires you to recognize and express gratitude for the beauty and good that 

surrounds you. 

D. Celebration through praise and worship is a way of life, the very heartbeat of our 

relationship with God. 

E. We are to praise and worship corporately and individually.      Psalm 122:1; Psalm 34:3 

  

 


